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Welcome to Croft Church of England Primary School
In this Prospectus you will find an introduction to the organisation and work of the school. We hope
it will provide an overview of the exciting learning opportunities provided in our lovely, caring
community. We believe that education is a partnership which involves you and the school working
and learning together for the benefit of your child and all the children within the school.
Our school was first established in 1845 by the Reverend Charles Dodgson, the Rector of the Parish
of Croft on Tees.
The school became an Academy on 1st January 2018 and is part of the Dales Academies Trust.
In October 2006 Ofsted rated our school as Outstanding in all areas and in their interim assessment
in 2010 recognised this had been sustained. The SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and
Methodist Schools) also graded the school as Outstanding in all aspects in March 2018.
We have the Quality Mark for Literacy and Numeracy from the Basic Skills Agency, an Artsmark Gold
Award and an Activemark. In 2012 we achieved the new National Healthy School Standard and we
renewed our International School Award in 2018. We were awarded a NAACE ICT mark in 2013 and
in 2014 our Eco Schools Green Flag Award was renewed for the second time.
We are very proud of our school and welcome visitors. Please contact the school adminstrator on
01325 720528 to arrange this.

Mission Statement
Be happy: aspire, believe, achieve
Happiness is… the feeling you get when you help others and contribute to the world; when you
work hard at something that was difficult to begin with; when you feel safe, cared for and
respected; when you feel confident in your uniqueness and know where you are going.
Philippians 4:13
‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’
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About our school
The old Victorian school building was replaced by the current building in 1974. It has been extended
over the years to provide excellent accommodation to meet the needs of the children and new
developments in teaching and learning. It is situated within its own extensive landscaped grounds.
The accommodation consists of four classrooms, an Early Years Foundation Stage Unit, a library, a
staffroom and a hall, which is used for collective worship, as a dining room, a gymnasium and a
general function room. The school has its own kitchen which is used for the preparation and service
of meals and an out-of-school club. There are four sets of toilets with facilities for the disabled, and
two separate cloakroom areas. The Early Years Foundation Stage Unit, completed in 2010, has its
own toilets, cloakroom and fenced outdoor play area.
The front entrance to school is ramped. There is a small entrance hall, adult cloakrooms, an office
and Head Teacher’s office. There is also a fully equipped disabled toilet facility/ hygiene room.
Outside there large grassed playing fields, a large tarmac playground, an adventure playground for
older children and soft play surface with slide and train for younger ones. An environmental area
has been developed to enhance our study of local habitats and wildlife and children grow fruit and
vegetables in our greenhouse and kitchen garden.
The school car park has a disabled parking bay close to the ramped entrance and there is tactile
signage throughout. The school has an accessibility plan which identifies areas for development.

Organisation
All children are entitled to 15 hours of nursery education each week starting in the term following
their third birthday. Eligible children may be entitled to 30 hours free nursery education each week.
Age
3-4
4-5
5-6
6-7
7–8
8–9
9 - 10
10 - 11

Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Class
Early Years

Stage
Foundation Stage

Class 2

Key Stage One

Class 3

Lower Key Stage Two

Class 4

Upper Key Stage Two

Each class is taught by a fully qualified teacher and is assisted by a teaching assistant. All teaching
staff have half a day per week planning, preparation and assessment time.

Parents in Partnership
We recognise that parents have a vital role to play in the education of their children and aim from
the beginning to foster positive home school links. We ask all parents to read and sign our Home
School Agreement, and - if they think their child is old enough to understand - to explain its
contents and ask their child to sign as well.
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This document clearly sets out the expectations of school, parents and children, and gives a
direction and guide to help our home school relationship.
We greatly welcome parental support and particularly value parents assisting in the classroom or
sharing their expertise. Please volunteer if you have some time to offer. An “Adult Helpers In
School” leaflet is available for further information.
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
School newsletters are issued weekly and give information about school activities, diary dates,
health and safety notices etc. These are sent home by e mail together with any other letters and
information. A variety of school information, including newsletters, is posted on the school website
www.croft.dalesmat.org.
We hold consultations with parents through questionnaires, workshops, forums and social events.
There are a number of documents in school which parents may like to view or have copies of. These
include current National Curriculum Documents, Policies and Schemes of Work used in school.
Parents are invited to attend Celebration Collective Worship in school, half termly and end of term
services in St Peter’s Church, children’s performances, prize giving and sports day.
Staff are always happy to meet with parents and carers to share any concerns.
The development of each child’s basic skills and progress through the Early Years Foundation Stage
and National Curriculum is carefully monitored and recorded and two parent consultation evenings
and a full Annual Report give detailed information about your child’s achievement.
FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Friends of the School are a group of parents who organise fund raising and social events to support
the school. Their fantastic efforts raise considerable amounts of money which is used to purchase
equipment and resources to enhance children’s experiences. They meet regularly in school; dates
and information are published in the newsletter. Everyone is welcome to join them, please see the
website for further information.
BECOME A GOVERNOR
The Governing Body is made up of eight governors. They are representative of parents, staff, the
Church, Local Authority and the local community. They are responsible for setting the strategic
direction of the school and work closely with the Head Teacher.
If you think you would like to make a positive contribution to children’s education and are
interested in becoming a governor, please contact the Head Teacher for more information.
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Admissions
The normal catchment for the school includes the communities of Croft on Tees, Dalton on Tees,
Eryholme and Over Dinsdale, although parents from outside the catchment area may of course
exercise their right of choice and send their children, providing there is room.
Croft School is in North Yorkshire Local Education Authority and is adjacent to the border of
Darlington LA. Applications for the admission of all children including extra-district children are
dealt with by the LA. For more information go to https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/schooladmissions.
Parents wishing their child to attend Croft School should telephone or visit the school. A suitable
appointment can then be made to view the school, then an application form should be submitted to
the County Education Officer, County Hall, Northallerton North Yorkshire DL7 8AE, or online. The
school’s maximum admission limit is 15.
Children whose fifth birthday falls between 1st September and 31st August in the current academic
year will be admitted full-time in September. Parents may defer their child’s entry into school until
later in the school year, but not beyond the beginning of the term after their child’s fifth birthday,
nor beyond the academic year for which the original application was accepted.
Parents of children under three are asked to register their children with the school as soon as
possible so that future school numbers can be calculated at an early date.
We provide a maximum of 13 nursery places for 3 and 4 year olds.
Three hour nursery sessions are offered 5 mornings and 5 afternoons a week with the option of a
payable half hour session from 3.00 – 3.30pm. Parents may choose up to five free sessions a week
from the term following their child’s third birthday. Some children may be eligible for 30 hours free
childcare. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-eligibility.
Parents must complete an application form for a place in Nursery; these will be issued by school.
Notification of the online preference form for school admission (Reception) will be sent to parents
of children in our admissions book early in the Autumn and will be dealt with by the LA. Please note
a place in the nursery class does not guarantee a place in school.
STARTING SCHOOL FOR THE FIRST TIME
Induction days for those children unable to attend nursery will be organised in the summer term.
For children with Special Educational Needs or disabilities, a programme of induction will be tailored
to suit the needs of each individual child.
To help new parents, the school has produced an information booklet for Early Years. This is
available from school on request. An induction meeting is held with the class teacher who will work
with you to ensure a smooth transition for your child into school.

Croft Church of England Primary School Prospectus 2021/2022

5

TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS
Children who live within the catchment area but more than two miles from the school, by the
nearest measured walking route, have an entitlement to taxi transportation to and from school. If
you believe your child qualifies for this entitlement you should contact The Passenger Transport
Group of the Highways and Transport Department at County Hall, Northallerton.
TRANSFER TO SECONDARY SCHOOL
Children whose 11th birthday is on or before 31st August will transfer to Secondary education
commencing in the September. Transfer for children living in North Yorkshire is normally to
Richmond School. However, children from Over Dinsdale will automatically transfer to Northallerton
School. Parents may exercise their right of choice in this matter and transfer to other secondary
schools if places are available. Children living in Hurworth will normally transfer to the secondary
school in Hurworth.
There is excellent liaison between Croft School and all the local secondary schools. To ease transfer
the children receive visits in school from secondary school staff and are invited to spend days in
their new school as part of their induction.
A letter is sent home to parents in the Autumn Term asking for their preference of secondary
schools. Open evenings are held in the Autumn Term of your child’s final year of primary school.
Parents who are undecided are welcome to discuss secondary transfer with the Head Teacher.

The Curriculum

‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’ Philippians 4:13

Our curriculum intent:
Happiness is at the heart of the curriculum at Croft Church of England Primary School.
At Croft School, we believe that happiness is… the feeling you get when you help others and
contribute to the world; when you work hard at something that was difficult to begin with; when
you feel safe, cared for and respected; when you feel confident in your uniqueness and know where
you are going.
Our curriculum is ambitious and designed to meet the diverse needs of the children who attend
Croft School. It aims to provide all pupils with the knowledge, skills and cultural capital they need to
succeed in life. Our core aims are to provide a curriculum that builds on pupils’ individual talents
and uniqueness and empowers our children to be:
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•

independent

•

perseverant

•

respectful

We believe that these are the three gifts that we would like to give our pupils help them to succeed
as life-long learners and children of God. The ‘giving’ of these gifts are what drive the curriculum at
Croft school.
Our curriculum implementation:
Our curriculum provides pupils with rich, deep, inter-connected contexts to develop their skills of
independence, resilience and emotional intelligence. These key curriculum elements are woven into
our coherently planned, sequenced, enquiry-led programmes of study. Learning enables pupils to
think about and debate challenging real-life issues, to work and socialise with others from different
socio-economic and cultural backgrounds and to lead and take part in genuine social action projects
that will impact the lives of others. Teaching promotes the development of pupils’ metacognitive
knowledge to improve independent thinking skills to become confident, self-assured learners.
Mental health and well-being is a right of way for all pupils at Croft school; it is given high priority.
Personal development and relationships shape our approach to learning to ensure that our pupils
are happy, emotionally intelligent citizens who know themselves and their place in the world as
unique individuals. We assess our pupils diligently, so we know where we need to take them next;
we know our children and their families exceptionally well.
The impact of our curriculum:
Our curriculum ensures that our children develop detailed knowledge and skills across the
curriculum and, as a result, achieve exceptionally well and is reflected in our consistently high
outcomes for our pupils. Pupils with SEND and those in receipt of pupil premium funding achieve
very well. Pupils have a love of reading and read widely and often, with fluency and comprehension
appropriate to their age. They enjoy the challenge of maths and are able to apply mathematical
knowledge, concepts and procedures appropriately for their age. Behaviour is excellent. Pupils’
personal development is a strength and is evident in the way that pupils contribute to the life of
school and how they interact with each other and the world around them. Our pupils understand
and express their emotions well and handle interpersonal relationships judiciously and
empathetically. Pupils develop into confident, attentive, independent learners ready for the next
stage in their education. Our pupils are continually growing as independent, resilient and
emotionally intelligent learners and citizens.
In order to enhance children’s learning we provide different activities in the school day these
include:
WHOLE SCHOOL WORKSHOPS
Throughout the year, themed days/weeks are woven into the curriculum to extend the breadth and
balance of opportunities we offer our pupils. These include – Anti-bullying Week and Internet Safety
Day, World Book Day, Sport & Health Week, Mini-Enterprise Week, Fair Trade Fortnight, Science
Day, Community Day, European Day of Languages, RE Days and others.
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS
School visits are an integral part of the education of children at Croft Church of England Primary
School. We value the opportunities such visits offer our pupils and the commitment of staff and
adults undertaking them. Trips include class visits aimed at bringing learning alive and providing
first-hand experience; extra-curricular outings such as sporting events; and attending or taking part
in performances or competitions.
Children in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to take part in residential visits. These are planned to
provide new and exciting experiences such as beck scrambling, orienteering, climbing, kayaking,
archery and lots more.

Year 5 and 6 pupils kayaking into Whitby Harbour
VISITORS TO SCHOOL
Visitors have a valuable role to play and can contribute to many aspects of the life and work of the
school. They deliver talks, workshops and full day activities across a wide range of subjects, giving
pupils access to outside experiences and expertise. Visitors provide a link with the wider community
– children have the opportunity to work alongside artists, musicians, authors, health professions
and others.
EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
A variety of clubs are provided for extended learning opportunities. These may take place at
lunchtimes or after school. They include Computing, Science, Art, Music, Drama, Chess, R.E. and
Sport and take place at different times of the year.
PERFORMING ARTS (DRAMA, DANCE AND MUSIC)
Children are encouraged to build their self-confidence and showcase their talents in a variety of
ways. All children are involved in school performances at Christmas. Throughout the school year
they perform in Collective Worship, end of year services and celebrations. Children sing, play
instruments, act and dance.
CITIZENSHIP
Older children are encouraged to take on special responsibilities and duties around school and
develop into active citizens. There are Pupil Leadership Teams for Christian Values/ Collective
Worship, Health and Well-Being, Health and Safety/ Learning Environment, Online Safety, Growth
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Mindset and Behaviour and Learning. These teams provide a pupil perspective for the school. They
conduct pupil surveys; monitor the school, conduct learning walks and have discussions with staff
and Governors. Children take part in the ‘Archie Bishop Citizenship Programme’ which encouraged
children to become involved in the community. We have a democratically elected school council.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
As a Church of England School, we carry out a daily act of Collective Worship. We endeavour to
make our Acts of Worship relevant to the background, age and experience of our pupils.
Collective Worship takes place daily and is planned to be appropriate to all pupils of any religion or
none, to enable them to be present and take part as appropriate.
We believe Collective Worship is an opportunity to:
• Promote a sense of community
•

Be educational and inspiring

•

Promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development

•

Be a special time

•

Enable all participants to be actively involved

We aim to make our time of worship a special time in the school day and children are expected to
enter and leave the hall in silence and listen to the music prepared. The altar is the focal point of
worship. On the altar is a cloth that represents the colour of the season of the Church year and a
Bible. Three candles are lit, representing The Father, Son and Holy Spirit to open the worship and
this provides a central focus for children when reflecting upon a variety of themes carefully planned
to complement seasons of the Christian calendar. Pupils and staff are given time to reflect at the
end of the worship and an opportunity to engage in prayer. Opportunities for prayer and reflection
are central to worship, not only in the daily act of Collective Worship, but also throughout the
school day.
Members of the teaching staff, local clergy and the children all share in leading Acts of Collective
Worship and work together to create a whole school ethos and to promote Christian values. We
also have good links with the local church, and we attend St Peter’s Church regularly for worship.
We involve the local community in our programme of worships across the year. Each term a
Eucharist is held in school and attended by pupils, parents and friends.

The children created this beautiful banner with artist in residence Fran Connolly.
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HOMEWORK
A supportive home/school partnership is a complementary and important part of our children’s
education. By setting homework we hope to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reinforce our home/school agreement
Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school
Ensure parents/guardians have a clear understanding of school’s programmes and
expectations
Extend and support learning through reinforcement, revision and research
Practise basic skills
Encourage children to develop enjoyable, independent or family-supported work habits

The Homework Policy is available in school and on the website for inspection.
OUTDOOR LEARNING
Our lovely grounds and locality are used to enhance learning. We have a vegetable garden,
greenhouse, orchard and environmental area. The spiritual garden is a quiet area for children to
reflect. St Peter’s Church is a valuable resource as is the River Tees which runs through the village.

Class 3 children visit Hamsterley Forest
Forest Schools
Forest Schools is a Scandinavian initiative designed to encourage and inspire individuals of any age
through an innovative, long term, educational approach to outdoor play and learning in a woodland
environment. As a school we are very fortunate in having our own woodland area and staff trained
to deliver the Forest Schools programme.
Forest Schools is offered to all children, and also as an after-school club activity. Sessions are
designed around the needs of the group to ensure that they are learner-led. They are designed
around a theme, which are sometimes subtle, such as evolving or exploring the site or more obvious
such as butterflies, spies, fairies or nature investigators. Many areas of the National Curriculum are
intrinsically covered in the Forest Schools experience without the programmes needing to be
curriculum led. Teamwork skills are developed through games and activities. Individual skills and
self-esteem are heightened throughout activities such as hide and seek, shelter building, tool skills,
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lighting fires or environmental art, the list is endless. Each activity develops intra and inter-personal
skills as well as practical and intellectual skills.

THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 2014
The National Curriculum 2014 consists of three core subjects; English, Maths, and Science. These
are supplemented by the non-core foundation subjects of R.E., ICT (Computing), Art, Geography,
History, Music, Physical Education, Design Technology and French.
The National Curriculum subjects are taught both separately and in cross curricular topics/projects
over a two year cycle. Long Term Plans are available on the school website
www.croftprimaryschool.org. Policy documents on all subjects are available in school.

ENGLISH
At Croft Primary School we recognise the importance of language development of children. We aim
to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of speaking and listening, reading and
writing. Opportunities are given to pupil to consolidate and rehearse ‘taught‘ Literacy skills in cross
curricular activities.
Speaking and Listening
We aim that children will:
• Think critically and logically
•

Learn to use the vocabulary and grammar of standard English

•

Adapt their speech to a widening range of purposes and audiences

•

Express and justify their feelings and opinions with increasing clarity and effectiveness and
respect the opinions of others

•

Develop skills of oracy giving the children confidence and understanding, equipping them for
work and leisure

•

Order thoughts and express them clearly
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Reading
We aim that children will:
• Read and write with confidence, fluency, understanding and for enjoyment
•

Have daily experience of group, shared and individual reading. Through the use of Reading
Vipers

•

Develop imagination and critical awareness through reading the best examples of traditional
and modern literature

•

Have an interest in books and read for enjoyment or to gather information

•

Be able to use a full range of reading strategies e.g. phonics, word recognition, graphic
knowledge, picture and context clues and higher order reading skills

Writing
We aim that children will:
• Develop a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms and have an interest in words
and their meanings
•

To develop a fluid and well-formed cursive handwriting style

•

Have knowledge of the work of a range of authors, poets and playwrights

•

Write extended pieces of text with the use of writing conferences to support this

•

Produce independent pieces of writing using correct punctuation and sentence construction

•

Have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses

•

Be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness

•

Understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and
forms appropriate to the situation

Please see our English Policy for full details.
The phonics scheme used in school is ‘Letters and Sounds’.
The core reading scheme is Rising Stars Rocket Phonics supplemented by Phonics Bug, Alpha Blocks
and Dandelion Readers and Floppy Phonics.
Ideally parents should share a regular reading session with their children at home.

Display of children’s writing journey in the school hall
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MATHEMATICS
At Croft, our aim is to provide a high-quality mathematics education with a foundation for
understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and
power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. Pupils should
make rich connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and
competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems.
All pupils should:
• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, through varied and frequent practice
with increasingly complex problems over time.
•

develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and
accurately.

•

reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, making connections and
generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical
language.

•

solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine
problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of
simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.

•

develop the ability to think clearly and logically, with confidence, flexibility and
independence of thought.

•

develop an ability and inclination to work both alone and cooperatively to solve
mathematical problems.

•

develop personal qualities such as perseverance, independent thinking, cooperation and
self-confidence through a sense of achievement and success.

Please see our Maths Policy for full details.
COMPUTING
Computing aims to prepare our pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and
other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology. We
recognise that computing is an important tool in both the society we live in and in the process of
teaching and learning. Pupils use different tools to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present
information responsibly and creatively. They learn how to employ computing to enable rapid access
to ideas and experiences from a wide range of sources.
The vision of Computing at Croft School is one that values:
• Digital literacy and online safety;
•

Use of mobile technology to support flexible learning;

•

Development of Computing skills through the curriculum;
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•

Understanding of computer science which includes the use of algorithms;

•

Writing and testing simple programs including debugging, sequence, selection and repetition
as well as with variables and different forms of input and output;

•

Using logical reasoning to make predictions;

•

Effective creation, organisation, storing, manipulation and retrieval of digital content;

•

Recognition of uses of IT beyond school;

•

Understanding of computer networks;

•

Creation of a range of digital products;

•

Safe, respectful, responsible use of technology.

Please see our Computing policy for full details.

RE
Our school follows the Leeds & York Diocesan Syllabus which draws on and is fully compatible with
the Understanding Christianity materials. Religious Education has the status of a core subject within
our school.
As a Church of England School, our main emphasis is teaching about the Christian tradition. We do,
however, teach about other major world faiths alongside non-religious world views. We have
chosen to study Judaism, Sikhism and Islam at KS2. At KS1 pupils explore the traditions of Judaism
and Islam. In Early Years, pupils follow the recommended units from the Leeds and York Diocesan
Agreed Syllabus alongside the 'Puddles and Freddie' series.
Aims:
We believe that Religious Education both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every
aspect of school life. Our caring ethos and the values which we place on the development of the
whole child: spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and intellectually is reflected in our RE
curriculum.
The principal aim of our RE curriculum is to enable pupils of whatever ability and level of
development to hold balanced and informed conversations about religion and belief.
We aim to help pupils encounter core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way,
developing their understanding and their ability to hold balanced and informed conversations and
to ask inquisitive, exploratory questions about religions and beliefs. Links with our key Christian

Croft Church of England Primary School Prospectus 2021/2022

14

values (compassion, friendship, endurance, peace, happiness, koinonia and reverence) are key to
our RE curriculum and we believe they have a significant impact on our learners.
Our curriculum is underpinned by three core elements, which are woven together to provide
breadth and balance within teaching and learning about religions and beliefs: Making sense of
beliefs/the text, understanding the impact and making connections.
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
As a Church of England School, we carry out a daily act of Collective Worship. We endeavour to
make our Acts of Worship relevant to the background, age and experience of our pupils.
Collective Worship takes place daily and is planned so as to be appropriate to all pupils of any
religion or none, to enable them to be present and take part as appropriate.
We believe Collective Worship is an opportunity to:
• Promote a sense of community
•

Be educational and inspiring

•

Promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development

•

Be a special time

•

Enable all participants to be actively involved

We aim to make our time of worship a special time in the school day and children are expected to
enter and leave the hall in silence and listen to the music prepared. The altar is the focal point of
worship. On the altar is a cloth that represents the colour of the season of the Church year and a
Bible. Three candles are lit, representing The Father, Son and Holy Spirit to open the worship and
this provides a central focus for children when reflecting upon a variety of themes carefully planned
to complement seasons of the Christian calendar. Pupils and staff are given time to reflect at the
end of the worship and an opportunity to engage in prayer. All worships end with staff and pupils
observing the sign of the cross and leave to music. Opportunities for prayer and reflection are
central to worship, not only in the daily act of Collective Worship, but also throughout the school
day.
Members of the teaching staff, local clergy and the children all share in leading Acts of Collective
Worship and work together to create a whole school ethos and to promote Christian values. We
have good links with the local church, and we attend St Peter’s Church regularly for worship. We
involve the local community in our programme of worships across the year. Each term a Eucharist is
held in school and attended by pupils, parents and friends.
Please see our RE and Collective Worship Policies for full details.
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Whole School Diversity Day Workshop
SCIENCE
Our children live in an ever-changing world, where advances in science happen every day. At Croft,
we feel that science is fundamental to exploring, understanding and influencing the world in which
we all live. Our aim is to develop the children's enthusiasm and curiosity think critically about and
investigate the world around them. As children get older, they are given a wide range of scientific
experiences as they are introduced to more complex scientific ideas. Children learn to ask scientific
questions and begin to appreciate the way science is an integral part of our everyday modern life.
Children learn to work scientifically through planning and conducting experiments to generate
evidence, before evaluating the reliability if the data.
Aims:
The school aims to ensure that all pupils:
• develop lively, enquiring minds and the ability to question.
•

learn scientific skills and knowledge.

•

build on their natural curiosity and enable them to understand and care for the world in
which they live.

•

are provided with an environment where they can work in an investigative way and can
communicate their findings in a variety of ways.

•

use equipment safely and sensibly.

•

develop the potential scientific links with all other areas of the curriculum.

•

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines
of biology, chemistry and physics.

•

develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different
types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them.

•

are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications
of science, today and for the future.

Please see our Science Policy for full details.
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PE
Physical Education and Croft school aims to give children the opportunity to experience a multitude
of physical activities and sports in line with the National Curriculum. Competitive sport is
encouraged and is fulfilled through fixtures against local schools via our association with Richmond
School and our own school collaboration. These experiences provide opportunities for pupils to
develop skills such as: sportsmanship; resilience; perseverance and confidence, all of which are
reinforced through in school PE sessions.
Through a minimum of 2 hours of activity a week in the curriculum, children experience six aspects
of PE: gymnastics, movement/dance, athletics, swimming, games and outdoor activities. In Key
Stage One, the children are taught the fundamental skills that will give them a platform to build on
in the future. Activities include dance; gymnastics and multi skills. These activities aim to teach the
children basic movements including balance and co-ordination. Opportunities to work together in
team games are given regularly, both as part of the curriculum and through after school and lunch
time sport clubs. In Key Stage Two, children build on these skills and become more engaged in
competitive sports. Opportunities to play competitive sport are available on a consistent basis and
lunchtime and after school clubs are available in preparation for these fixtures. As well as improving
skill levels in sporting activities, the children learn to analyse their own performance and create next
steps for improvement. These are then built upon through structured PE sessions form school staff
and external coaches.
Please see our PE Policy for full details.
HISTORY
At Croft Primary School we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to
engage in history. History is about real people who lived, and real events which happened in the
past. History is concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about
the past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic
relationships. History fires the children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world and
plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary world. Pupils
consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies
organised their politics, and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. As they do this,
children develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.
They see the diversity of human experience and understand more about themselves as individuals
and members of society. What they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices,
attitudes and values. In history, children find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions.
To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view
– skills that are prized in adult life.
At Croft Church of England Primary School, the broad aims of History are to:
• help children understand the present in the context of the past
•

stimulate an interest and knowledge of the past

•

instil a sense of identity and responsibility through an understanding of cultural roots and
personal/shared inheritance
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•

help children to learn about the traditions and inheritance of other cultures/countries in the
modern world

•

help children develop the ability to make judgements and ask historical questions

Please see our History policy for full details.
GEOGRAPHY
We are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in geography. This
policy sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can work, and gives
guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. It has been developed through a process of
consultation with school staff and governors.
Geography is an essential part of the curriculum, it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and
understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the
relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. It
contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of children as they acquire knowledge of a
range of different cultures and traditions and learn tolerance and understanding of other people
and environments. Geography is the subject in which pupils learn the skills of understanding a
locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure. Developing geographical skills is
essential as children live in a world that is wide open to them. With opportunities to travel and work
in different cities and countries across the world, pupils need to use efficiently maps, charts and
other geographical data. The opportunities for the children to carry out geographical enquiry are
also of value.
At Croft Church of England Primary School, the aims of Geography are to:
• stimulate pupils’ interest in the world around them and to foster a sense of wonder at the
world around them
•

help pupils develop an informed concern for the quality of the environment

•

enhance pupils’ sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its people

•

develop a range of skills to interpret geographical information and to carry out geographical
enquiry.
Please see our Geography policy for full details.
MUSIC
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. We provide
opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to
appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of
music.
The vision of music at Croft is one that values:
• Learning to play tuned and un-tuned instruments
• Listening, understanding and appreciating live and recorded music
• Making and combining sounds and improvising and composing music
• Using and understanding musical notation
• Learning about musical history

Croft Church of England Primary School Prospectus 2021/2022

18

•

Singing, chanting and rhymes

Please see our Music Policy for full details.

African Drumming Workshop
ART AND DESIGN
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. At Croft School, we
believe that a high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils,
equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of
art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more
rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect
and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.
Values:
The vision of art and design at Croft School is one that values:
• opportunities to enable children to record from first-hand experience and from imagination,
•

pupils selecting their own ideas to use in their work;

•

being creative and imaginative through a range of complex activities;

•

development of children’s ability to control materials, tools and techniques;

•

critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times and cultures;

•

developing increasing confidence in the use of visual and tactile elements and materials;

•

enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists, craftspeople and
designers
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Design and Technology at Croft School encourages children to learn to think and intervene
creatively to solve problems both as individuals and as members of a team. They are taught to look
for opportunities and to respond to them by developing a range of ideas and making a range of
products. The children are also given opportunities to reflect upon and evaluate past and present
design technology, its uses and its effectiveness and are encouraged to become innovators.
Aims:
• To introduce the children progressively to a widening range of experiences, materials,
construction mechanisms, foods, tools, skills and contexts for activities in order to develop
their technological capabilities
•

To provide meaningful opportunities in real life contexts

•

To secure the design process, with every project including elements of designing, making
and evaluating

•

Across the school pupils will be taught to develop their design and technology capability
through combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding in
order to design, make and evaluate products.

Please see our Design and Technology policy for full details.
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
As the UK is becoming an increasingly multicultural society, we have a duty to provide our children
with an understanding of other cultures and languages. We strongly believe in the benefit of this
and have therefore implemented the teaching of French for all KS2 children (Y3 to Y6). Foundation
Stage and KS1 children (Y1 and Y2) will receive language teaching as an optional subject, although
we encourage and support a whole school approach.
What are the aims of teaching MFL?
Our aims of teaching MFL are for children to:
• foster an interest in learning another language
• become aware that language has a structure, and that this structure differs from one
language to another
• develop speaking and listening skills
• gain enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement
• explore and apply strategies to improve their learning
• explore their own cultural identities and those of others
Please see our MFL policy for more details.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
EDUCATION (SMSC) AND CITIZENSHIP
We believe a collaborative culture is fundamental in enabling children to develop personally and
emotionally, and as young citizens. As a school we offer pupils the opportunity to develop the
knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe and prepare for life
and work in modern Britain. Our planned programme of PSHE education helps pupils to develop the
qualities and attributes they need to thrive as individuals and members of society.
Our aim is to help pupils build their confidence, resilience and self-esteem and to identify and
manage risk, make informed choices and understand what influences their decisions. It enables
them to recognise, accept and shape their identities, to understand and accept difference and
change, to manage emotions and to communicate effectively in a variety of settings.
Citizenship education helps to provide pupils with knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare
them to play a full and active part in society. We aim to nurture pupils’ keen awareness and
understanding of democracy, government and how laws are made and upheld. Pupils should be
equipped with the skills and knowledge to explore political and social issues critically, to weigh
evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments. It should also prepare pupils to take their place in
society as responsible citizens, manage their money well and make sound financial decisions.
The school’s PSHE curriculum is delivered using a cross-curricular approach wherever possible. A
wide range of active learning techniques may be used. However, some elements such as, drugs
education, relationship and sex education (RSE) and the importance of physical activity and diet for
a healthy lifestyle are often taught as a discrete subject.
Our themes for each half term are as follows:
• Me and my future
•

Being an active citizen

•

Keeping myself safe

•

My healthy lifestyle

•

Me and my relationships

•

Moving on

We have many pupil committees in school which encourage pupils to take responsibility for aspects
of school life. These include our Children’s School Council, Pupil Leadership Teams and Play Leaders.
A buddy system ensures the younger pupils have someone they can speak to whilst on the
playground. The school has strong links to the local community, St Peter’s Church and parents which
supports pupils in becoming responsible citizens, and in embedding British and Christian values.
Please see our PSHE policy for full details.
RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION
The school governors have a written policy on the provision of Relationships and Sex Education
within the school, a copy of which is available to parents upon request and on the school website
www.croft@dalesmat.org.
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As part of the wider personal, social and health education within the school the governors’
Relationships and Sex Education Policy aims: • to raise children’s awareness of themselves and their relationships
• to develop a sense of self-worth, self-confidence and the skills and practices to help maintain
personal safety and well being
• to provide them with correct information and appropriate vocabulary, to give them a sense
of security about asking questions
• to develop respect for others and an understanding that people differ
• to prepare them for the physical, emotional and social changes likely to be experienced at
puberty
In the term before moving to Secondary school, the class teacher gives more specific advice to the
Year 6 pupils. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from these lessons, but it is hoped
they would discuss this first with the Head Teacher before making any decision.
EARLY YEARS EDUCATION
We acknowledge the importance and value of a broad, balanced Early Years curriculum. Our main
aim is to provide a safe, yet stimulating environment in which early years children, both in Nursery
and Reception, can further develop their social and learning skills based on the Early Years
Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS).
The EYFS enables early years’ providers to reflect the rich and personalised experience that many
parents give their children at home. All of our activities must link to the EYFS framework and
complement those provided in other settings. The EYFS sets the standards that all early years’
providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe.
It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the
broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good progress through
school and life.
The EYFS seeks to provide:
• Quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress
and no child gets left behind;
• A secure foundation through development opportunities which are planned around the
needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly;
• Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and carers;
• Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included
and supported.
Overarching principles:
• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured;
• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;
• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners
and parents and carers; and
• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.
Your child will be doing a wide range of activities during the day based around the 7 areas of
learning and development and the educational programmes in Early Years Foundation Stage.
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The three prime areas are;
• Communication and Language;
• Physical Development;
• Personal, social and emotional development;
Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied.
The specific areas are;
• Literacy;
• Mathematics;
• Understanding the world
• Expressive arts and design.
Some of these activities will be new to the children but many will be familiar, developing and
building on skills from Nursery. This will develop their confidence about school. Further information
about the EYFS can be found on the DfE website www.foundationyears.org.uk.
We use the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme to help children learn letters and sounds essential for
their reading and writing. We will send a ‘sound’ book home each day, to enable you to support
their learning at home, as well as a booklet ‘Helping your child to read.’ Your child will also bring
books and word games home. Please sign and comment in the ‘reading diary’, which accompanies
the book/game.
We recognise when children come to school they have varied experiences and are at different
stages in their development. Where appropriate children will be given the opportunity to start early
on levels of National Curriculum Programmes of Study.

-

‘Look at me’ by Reception children
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ASSESSMENT
Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
In order to establish the child’s stage of development, foundation stage profiling collects evidence
of attainment across all Early Learning Goals throughout the year. At the end of Reception this is
used to establish targets for future learning.
Statutory assessment takes place at the end of Years 1 (phonics), 2, 4 (multiplication tables check)
and 6. National standardised assessment for Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 is carried out in the summer term.
DfE School Performance Tables can be accessed from the following website
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/144156/croft-church-of-englandprimary-school

Inclusion and Equalities
We are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunities for all pupils, staff, parents
and carers involved with school, irrespective of race, gender, disability, religion or economic
background. We aim to foster a community in which everyone is proud of their identity and is able
to participate fully in school life.
Our school has the North Yorkshire Inclusion Quality Mark at the highest level (Level 3). We work
closely with parents to provide the best possible education for all children.
The School’s Equality Scheme is underpinned by the core belief that all children and young people
belong to their local community and share the same rights to membership of that community and a
quality education. An action plan accompanies this Equality Scheme which identifies what we will
be doing over the coming year to make our school more accessible to the whole community,
irrespective of background or need.
The scheme sets out how the school will:
• eliminate discrimination;
• eliminate harassment or victimisation related to any aspect of social identity or diversity;
• promote equality of opportunity;
• promote positive attitudes to all aspects of social identity and diversity;
• encourage participation by disabled people and people representing different aspects of
social identity in public life;
• take steps to take account of difference even where that involves treating some people
more favourably than others;
• take proportionate action to address the disadvantage faced by particular groups of pupils.
The achievement of pupils is monitored by gender, race, vulnerability and disability and this
information is used to identify additional support for pupils, raise standards for all pupils and ensure
inclusive teaching.
CATERING FOR THE NEEDS OF ALL CHILDREN
We aim to address the individual needs of all children. This is accomplished through a range of
teaching methods and classroom organisation. Children may work in ability sets or be taught by
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other teachers who have specialist expertise. Some team teaching is practised so that the talents of
individual teachers can be utilised to the best advantage.
We have high expectations of all children and excellence is encouraged and celebrated.
The needs of Gifted and Talented pupils are identified, and they are encouraged to develop their
skills. Activities may be organised to provide different and extended learning opportunities.
The Governors and staff at Croft Church of England Primary School are committed to meeting the
educational needs of all our pupils through the provision of challenging and exciting experiences.
We celebrate their diversities and differences by embracing an inclusive ethos throughout the
school. We recognise that quality learning takes place when we motivate pupils, promote their selfesteem and develop the skills and aptitudes they require to enable them to make their way as
lifelong learners.
We understand the importance of finding out the perceptions and feelings of children and
encourage them to be actively involved in their own learning. We value working in partnership with
parents, children, and outside agencies to ensure the best provision possible.
At Croft Church of England Primary School, we are committed to developing cultures, policies and
practices that are inclusive.
We have systems to identify when children have barriers affecting their learning and tailor specific
interventions to enable pupils to overcome their barriers.
There is a designated member of staff for SEN (SENCO), Miss Amy Crisp. Mr Simon Robson is the
SEND Lead, Mrs Lisa Dobby is the Inclusion Assistant and the link Governor is Mrs Alison Russell.
The school’s Special Educational Needs Policy is reviewed annually and is available in school and on
the school website for inspection www.croft.dalesmat.org.
The school’s accessibility plan is aimed at:
• increasing the extent disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum,
• improving the physical environment for disabled pupils
• improving the availability of accessible information for pupils.
It is available on the school website for inspection www.croft.dalesmat.org.
Mr Robson is the designated person for Looked After Children. We liaise closely with the relevant
Local Authorities to provide additional support for these children.
Pupil Premium is a sum of money paid to schools to help raise the achievement of disadvantaged
pupils. Children in receipt of Free School Meals are eligible for this funding. Please talk to a member
of staff if you think your child may be eligible.
SAFEGUARDING
Croft School is committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all children in school and expects all
staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. All staff work towards creating an environment in

Croft Church of England Primary School Prospectus 2021/2022

25

which children feel happy, safe and secure. They are encouraged to talk to members of staff to
share their problems and are taught about their rights to feel safe and how to stay safe.
Croft School will:
• follow guidance on safer staff recruitment, ensuring that all adults with unsupervised access
to children have DBS clearance
• teach children how to keep themselves safe
• implement a system for identifying and reporting any child protection concerns
• support children who have been abused
• provide a safe and caring environment which is free from bullying and discrimination.
• Provide information to parents on keeping children safe and how they can report concerns if
they are worried a child is at risk of harm e.g. by alerting them to the information for parents
on the following websites:
NYSCB www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk
NSPCC www.nspcc.org.uk
CEOP https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
Internet Matters http://www.internetmatters.org/
Parent Zone https://parentzone.org.uk/
Childnet https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
Parents Protect www.parentsprotect.co.uk
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Schoolslearninganddevelopment/YourChildsWelfareAtSchool/
index.htm
All North Yorkshire schools, including Croft School, follow the North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children
Board procedures and the LA Education procedures. The school will, in most circumstances,
endeavour to discuss all concerns with parents about their child. However, there may be
exceptional circumstances when the school will discuss concerns with Social Care or the Police
without parental knowledge (in accordance with Child Protection procedures). The school will, of
course, always aim to maintain a positive relationship with all parents. The designated person
responsible for Child Protection is Mr Simon Robson, the deputy designated persons are Mr Jack
Conway and Miss Kerry Wilford.
BEHAVIOUR
Care and consideration for the rights and feelings of others are an integral part of our school ethos.
We expect appropriate standards of behaviour at all times inside and outside of the classroom.
The school has a positive approach to behaviour. We expect and reward effort, achievement and
good behaviour and use any problems as learning experiences.
It is a ‘telling school’; we encourage the children to tell an adult if they have a problem they cannot
deal with. If your child expresses a worry or concern to you at home regarding a problem at school,
please contact your child’s class teacher. We recognise and value the support of parents.
The school has a written behaviour policy, available to parents upon request and on the school
website. This explains our code of conduct, the school rules and consequences which may be
applied.
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Other Information
PASTORAL CARE
Is the normal responsibility of the class teacher in consultation with the Headteacher. It is important
that teachers are kept fully informed by parents, of all matters which may affect the well-being and
progress of the children in their care. As a Church of England School, we benefit from a close
working relationship with the rector of the parish.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
It is our policy that all children should wear clothing that is in keeping with a purposeful learning
ethos and promotes equality, positive behaviour, standards and safety.
Our uniform consists of a Royal Blue ‘V’ necked jumper, white shirt or polo shirt and grey trousers
or skirt.
Please see our uniform policy and list for full details. Items can be purchased online from our
uniform supplier, please see the school website for further details. Please ensure your child has a
hat in summer. Children should wear sensible black school shoes.
Please ensure all items of clothing and shoes are clearly named.
PE KIT
It is essential that children wear correct P.E. clothing for physical activities. Please see the uniform
list. For P.E. children wear black or dark navy shorts and a white t-shirt. Children who may use the
field in winter for games will need a pair of training shoes or football boots to change into. They will
also need a black or dark navy tracksuit in cold weather.
SWIMMING KIT
When children go swimming, they will need to take a swimming costume or trunks, and a towel.
These are best kept in a named plastic carrier bag. Children with long hair should wear a swimming
hat or ensure that their hair is securely tied back.
JEWELLERY
For safety reasons jewellery other than a wristwatch must not be worn at school except for
religious or medical reasons. If children have pierced ears only studs should be worn at school. For
health and safety reasons the LA insists that all watches are removed for PE and ear studs must be
removed or covered. Your child is responsible for removing and storing these items of jewellery
during P.E. lessons.
NAMING CLOTHING AND LOST PROPERTY
Please ensure that all property and items of clothing and footwear are clearly marked with your
child’s name. We will endeavour to return lost property to its owner; however, anything which is
unnamed will be retained in school until the end of each term when it will be put on display and if
uncollected will be disposed of.
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SCHOOL LUNCHES AND HEALTHY EATING
Our school meals follow a healthy-eating policy; they are produced freshly every day in our school
kitchen by our cook, Mrs Breeze, from only:
•
•
•
•
•

fresh meat and poultry sourced from the region;
fruit and vegetables sourced regionally where possible using local suppliers;
products free from additives associated with health problems in young children;
fats free from hydrogenated oils; with
menus that are nutritionally balanced

Meals are of a high standard with the emphasis on healthy foods and must comply with the School
Food Standards. These standards govern what can be served throughout the entire school day.
The menu is varied with a choice of two main courses, including a vegetarian option, dessert and
fresh fruit and is displayed in the school at the beginning of the 3 week cycle and on the school
website. The children are able to make their choice in advance online. Reminders are sent home by
email.
Water is always served with the school lunch. Special dietary needs can be accommodated by
arrangement with the cook.
School lunches are provided at a current cost of £2.45 per day. Lunches are paid for weekly, in
advance and must be paid on the first day of the school week. Dinner money should be paid directly
through SchoolMoney, you will be provided with details. Any balance will be credited during the
week or in the case of lunches paid for but not taken.
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be provided with a free school meal.
Free school meals are available to children in nursery and older children from families receiving
Income Support or some other benefits. If parents think their child is entitled to free school meals,
please call into the school office for an application form.
Children who wish to bring a packed lunch may do so and they are seated in the dining hall with the
children having school lunches. Drinks must not be brought in cans or glass bottles. At Croft School
we promote healthy eating, this forms the basis of our Packed Lunch Policy. We would therefore ask
that children are not given fizzy drinks, crisps, sweets, or chocolate as part of their lunch. As we
have children with nut and sesame allergies in school, please do not include nuts, items containing
nuts or sesame. Lunch boxes and flasks should be clearly named. If you wish to change from a
school to packed lunch, or vice versa, a half term’s notice is required.
During the lunchtime children are supervised in the dining hall, on the playground or on the school
field by our Midday Supervisors.
Separate lunchtime arrangements are in place for Nursery children.
Throughout their time in school Children will have opportunities to learn about healthy eating and
prepare healthy food.
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WATER
Chilled water is available throughout the day. Children must bring a named water bottle to school
each day. Please ensure that the bottle is washed at home every day and returned to school the
following day.
MORNING DRINKS AND SNACKS
A drink of milk is available at morning break at a cost of 18p per day. This should be brought in with
dinner money on Monday morning. Croft is part of the National Fruit and Vegetable Scheme, which
means that children in Early Years and Years 1 and 2 are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable
free of charge at morning break. Older children are welcome to bring in a piece of fruit or vegetable.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
It is the intention of the governors of Croft Church of England Primary School to pursue the
objectives of and co-operate with North Yorkshire County Council in respect of health and safety.
ROAD SAFETY
Many children from Hurworth or Hurworth Place have to cross the main road in order to get to
school. We ask please, that parents drive and park with consideration down South Parade having
due regard to speed and the likelihood of pedestrians stepping off the pavement. In order to relieve
congestion, we would ask as many parents as possible to park in the village hall or Croft Hotel car
parks and walk to school.
Please do not drive into the school premises and drop your children off in the car park. Children
should arrive and be collected from the school playground.
The children know where they should enter school grounds and that they must not use the
vehicular access.
Dogs are not allowed on the school premises. (Guide dogs excepted).
ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
If your child is absent from school due to illness, you should notify school by telephone as soon as
possible giving details of the illness and the possible duration of absence. If children are to be
absent from school for reasons other than illness, please notify school beforehand. Children with
medical or dental appointments are entitled to an authorised absence in the register if the school or
teacher is notified in advance. Children will not be permitted to leave the premises without a parent
or agreed adult to collect them.
PUNCTUALITY
The school day begins promptly at 9.00am and we ask that children arrive promptly to ensure a
positive start to the day. Doors are open from 8.50am and children may enter from that time. They
will be supervised in the classroom until the school day begins. The children’s entrance will close at
9.00am promptly. Any children arriving after this time will have to enter by the main entrance and
sign in the late book. Late attendance is recorded, monitored and will be reported on the annual
school report to parents.
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HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
From 1st September 2013, new DfE regulations state that holidays taken during term time will not
be authorised as it can severely disrupt your child’s education. Any application for leave must be in
exceptional circumstances and the Headteacher must be satisfied that these criteria have been met
before granting leave. Please do not book a holiday without first discussing it with the Headteacher.
The school must now set absence targets which are monitored termly and reviewed by the
Education Social Worker.
TIMING OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Children should not arrive at school unaccompanied before 8.50am. The children’s entrances (Early
Years and school) are open from 8.50am and children may enter school from that time. A member
of staff is on duty in the school playground from 8.50am. Registration is at 9.00am. Any children
arriving after 9.00am must report to the main entrance and sign in.
Parents collecting nursery children at the end of the morning session may do so from 11.50am from
the front entrance of the Early Years Unit. Children arriving for the afternoon nursery session will
enter the Early Years unit by the front entrance. The session starts at 12.00noon and ends at
3.00pm. There is an option to stay for the last 30mins of the day.
School ends for all children at 3.30pm.
There are short breaks, of 15 minutes each morning, a flexible afternoon break and around 20
minutes is spent in Collective Worship. The hours spent in teaching for all children are 23 hours 20
minutes per week.
Alternative arrangements are in place for children in Nursery and Reception.
Croft Out of School Club is open between 8.00 am and 9.00 am, and 3.30 pm and 5.30 pm every
day, and all day during some school holidays.
UNAVOIDABLE CLOSURE
On very rare occasions it is sometimes necessary to close the school at short notice and not as part
of a listed school break. This might occur as a result of power failure, loss of heating, absence of
water or of a natural emergency such as infectious epidemic, flooding or very heavy snow
preventing teaching, support staff and children from attending.
The decision to close the school under such circumstances is a very serious one involving discussion
with Governors, L.A. Representatives, Police or the Senior Medical Officers. We will normally try to
contact parents by email. This works only through parents giving us current emergency contact
numbers and email addresses should they be working through the day. If a parent wishes they may
nominate a relative or a friend to take charge of their child in the event of an unavoidable closure.
The same system is in operation should a child become ill during the school day.
So that parents are aware of our intentions to return to school a notice will be pinned to the main
entrance door and a message giving the latest information placed on the school answer phone
system and school website. Alternatively, messages will be given out on BBC Radio York Information
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and Snowdesk Information Services and those of Radio Cleveland. These frequencies are 103 - 4
MHz and 95.0 MHz F.M. respectively.
Parents should be assured that we will not permit any child to leave the premises without having
made contact with parents or their nominated contact.
MEDICAL AND OTHER ISSUES
When children start school, parents are asked to complete an admissions form providing any
medical history and allergies. It is vitally important that we should be made aware of this
information and it must be kept up to date along with emergency contact details.
Occasionally children become unwell while at school. In order to minimise their distress, we will
contact you as soon as possible so that you can make arrangements for their collection.
In the event of an outbreak of Rubella (German Measles) in school, you will be informed by the
posting of large notices in the staffroom and infant classroom windows, clearly visible from the
playground, so that mothers in the early months of pregnancy can avoid contact.
For your guidance the following is a list of the most common notifiable diseases/infections together
with a minimum period of exclusion from school.
Chicken Pox
German Measles
Impetigo/Scabies
Headlice/Nits
Measles
Mumps
Diarrhoea/ vomiting

5 days from onset of rash and all vesicles have crusted over
Five days from onset of rash
Until skin has healed or 48 hours after starting antibiotic treatment
None - treat only where headlice are seen -please remember to check
your child’s head regularly
Four days from onset of rash
Five days from onset of swollen glands
48 hours after diarrhoea and vomiting has settled

The School Nurse monitors the health and development of the children. Parents may get advice
from the School Nurse who can be contacted through the Richmond Clinic or through the school.
If your child has a medical problem, for example a speech or hearing problem, or a sustained period
of ill-health, parents should contact the Head Teacher who will advise them as to the best course of
action.
The Head Teacher and staff are always willing to discuss with parents any problems concerning
children and their home life as these may often affect the children in school.
FIRST AID
In school most members of staff have undergone training in Paediatric First Aid, some have
Emergency First Aid and 2 members of staff have 3 day Emergency First Aid at Work qualifications.
Basic first aid will be administered to children. All injuries are recorded. If your child has a more
significant injury or needs hospital treatment, we will make every effort to contact parents. The LA
is informed if children require hospital treatment following an accident in school.
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ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES IN SCHOOL
Parents are advised that pupils who are unwell should not be sent to school. However, doctors
frequently advise that pupils may attend school while still needing to take medicine, either because
they are suffering from some chronic illness or allergy (such as Diabetes or Asthma) or because they
are recovering from a short-term illness and are undergoing a course of treatment.
The smallest practicable dose should be brought to school (by a parent) in its original container
labelled with CLEAR WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS for administration, giving the name of the pupil. An
administration of medicines form, available from the office or on the school website, must be
completed for each occasion.
The school cannot administer medicines where they have not been prescribed.
ASTHMA
A number of children who have asthma have inhalers in school. These offer an immediate measure
of relief for their condition. The children know when they need to take such medicine and
administer it to themselves. Sometimes for safe keeping these are kept in the medicine cupboard in
the staff room. Whether children take care of them personally or we store them, it is important that
whenever children are out of school on visits or activities, they take their medication with them and
that it is clearly labelled with their name.
In the event of an Asthma attack we cannot use another child’s inhaler as these are prescribed by
your doctor, for your child individually.
Should you have medicines kept in school their expiry date should be checked periodically.
SUN PROTECTION
During the summer months all children should have a named sun hat in school which they will be
encouraged to wear when playing outside.
School staff are not permitted to apply sun cream to children, but we do ask that you apply long
lasting sunscreen before school. Children can reapply their own if it is brought into school in a
clearly named container.
PHOTOGRAPHY
Under the Data Protection Act we are required to ask for your permission to take your child’s
photograph for use in school, on displays, in the prospectus, in the media and/or on the website. A
consent form will be issued before your child starts school.
SMOKING
We operate a no-smoking policy – smoking, including e cigarettes, is not permitted anywhere within
school or the school grounds.
MONEY
We no longer accept cash in school. All payments are completed using SchoolMoney.
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COMPLAINTS
Any complaints about school matters should first be discussed with the class teacher or brought to
the attention of the Headteacher. However, if a complaint cannot be resolved by such discussion,
parents are able to make a formal complaint to the Governing Body. Details of the ‘Formal
Complaint Procedure’ are available from school and on the school website.
CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY
In order to enrich the learning experiences of children we invite visitors into school or orgainse visits
to places of interest. In school hours, in any activity involving a journey out of school for a visit away
from school premises, no charge is made for transport. No charge is made for equipment, books or
materials which the child may use during the course of such a journey or visit. However, voluntary
contributions may be invited. Advice is given on the cost of such visits or journeys. All contributions
are accepted but no child is excluded if he/she does not pay a contribution. However, the school
reserves the right to cancel any proposed activity for which it feels unable to bear the discrepancy
between contribution and actual cost.
On any visit or journey out of school hours which is neither essential to fulfil the statutory duties of
school nor essential to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum, charges will be made.
These will include expenses for travel, books, materials and equipment used, board, lodgings where
applicable, non-teaching staff costs and the costs of any staff engaged specifically for the purpose of
providing the activity. In the event of such an out of school activity being organised, you will be free
to choose if your child should not participate. If you wish for your child to be included in such
activity you must be willing to meet such charges as are made.
Charges will be made for the Out of School Club and additional Nursery places over the free
entitlement. Remissions may be made at the discretion of the Governing Body.
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
During the school year these may include:Discoverers - to promote Christian Education
Drum Lessons
Woodwind Lessons
String Lessons
Piano and Keyboard Lessons
Brass Lessons
Involvement in local music festivals
Music and Drama
Dance
Football
Netball

Rounders (Summer)
Cricket (Summer)
Gymnastics
Karate
Cross country
Gardening
Climate Cops – to promote Ecological awareness
Cycling Awareness
Road Safety
Science
Art

The NYCC Peripatetic Music Service provides string and woodwind tuition to our children in school. The
service is chargeable, with current rates of £72.60 (2021-22) per pupil per term for tuition in a group of up
to four. Individual lessons can be arranged. However, remission exists to help parents who are in receipt of
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Income related employment support allowance, Income Support, Job Seekers Allowance or Child Tax
Credit and there are discounts for brothers and sisters, with schemes to spread the cost. If you require
details, please contact the Headteacher. We also offer piano lessons with Mrs Devlin and guitar and drum
lessons through Music Works. In order to encourage music within school we have purchased a number of
instruments which can be loaned to pupils.
OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB
Our Out of School Club is run by school staff on school premises. It is open before and after school and
during part of the school holidays. It provides high quality childcare in a safe and secure environment. The
Club is managed and operated by fully qualified staff. It has achieved the North Yorkshire Quality Mark at
the highest level, Gold. Please see the school website for further information.
INSURANCE
Parents should note that Dales Academies Trust does not provide personal accident insurance for children
in their schools The Trust only insures against injury caused to children as a result of the negligence of the
Trust, its servants or agents and does not insure to pay compensation following any injury suffered by a
pupil. Dales Academies Trust has taken out a policy which offers personal accident insurance for all our
children engaged on activities in or out of school. The schedule with limits of liability and range of cover is
available for inspection at school.
If parents wish to obtain additional cover for their children, they should make their own arrangements.
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Essential Information 2021 - 2022
CONTACTS
Address

Croft Church of England Primary School,
South Parade,
Croft on Tees,
Darlington.
DL2 2SP

Telephone

01325 720528

Email

admin@croft.dalesmat.org

Website

croft.dalesmat.org

DAT Address

Croft Church of England Primary School is a member of Dales
Academies Trust. Registered address: Blair Avenue, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5BL. A charitable company limited by
guarantee registered in England and Wales (Company number:
8372064).

C.E.O.

Mr Damian Chubb

Headteacher

Mr Simon Robson

Chair of Governors

Mrs Alison Russell

Secretary

Mrs Kate Banks

OTHER INFORMATION
Type of school and age range

Nursery and Primary School
3 – 11 Years
Church of England Academy

Number on Roll

Full time
Part time in Nursery up to

105
13 pupils

SCHOOL HOURS
Primary School

Morning
Afternoon

09.00 – 12.00
13.00 – 15.30

Nursery

Morning session
Afternoon session

09.00 – 12.00
12.00 – 15.00
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Staffing
HEADTEACHER

Mr Simon Robson

SENCO

Miss Amy Crisp

TEACHING STAFF
Early Years
Year 1 and 2
Year 3 and 4
Year 5 and 6

Miss Nicola Bleasby
Mrs Jade Jackson
Mrs Gemma McManus/Mrs Lucy Lancaster
Mr Jack Conway

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR AND PREMISES
MANAGER

Mrs Kate Banks

TEACHING ASSISTANTS
Early Years

Mrs Joanne Little
Mrs Amanda Hinley

Year 1 and 2

Mrs Danielle Goundry

Year 3 and 4

Miss Liz McNulty

Year 5 and 6

Mrs Clare Martin

Inclusion Assistant

Mrs Lisa Dobby

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB STAFF

Miss Kerry Wilford (Manager)
Mrs Hayley Park (Play Worker)

PERIPATETIC MUSIC STAFF
Drums Teacher
Guitar Teacher
Keyboard & Piano Teacher

Mr Daniel Shield
Mr Simon O’Byrne
Mrs Janet Devlin

PREMISES STAFF

Mrs Kathryn Beck

CATERING STAFF
Cook in Charge
Catering Assistant

Mrs Sharron Breeze
Mrs Carol Geldard

MIDDAY SUPERVISORS
Mrs Danielle Goundry
Mrs Clare Martin

Miss Liz McNulty
Mrs Lisa Dobby
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GOVERNORS
Foundation Governors

Mrs Viv Waugh (Associate), Mrs Julia Clarke

Parent Governors

Mr Nick Potts, Mrs Kathryn Billington

Co-opted Governors

Mr Derek Blenkharn, Mrs Alison Russell (Chair of
Governors)
Mr Simon Robson and Miss Nicola Bleasby

Staff Governors

RATES OF AUTHORISED AND UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE
We are required to publish absence rates for 2020 - 2021 for Year 1 – Year 6.
All schools closed on January 5thth due to the Covid pandemic, therefore this information is not available.
Information for 2018 - 2019
Attendance Rate
96.33%
Authorised Absence
3.73%
Unauthorised Absence
0.39%
School attendance is above the National Average of 96.3% in 2018 - 2019.

The School Day
RECEPTION – YEAR 6

NURSERY

08.50 School doors open
Children may arrive from this time

Morning Session
08.50 School doors open
Children may arrive from this time

09.00 Start of school day

09.00 Start of session

10.30 Play time
10.45 Back to classes

12.00 End of session
Children may be collected from 11.50

12.00 Lunch
13.00 Start of afternoon session

Afternoon Session
12.00 Start of session

Flexible Play time
15.00 End of session or option to stay for a further
30mins until 15.30pm.
15.30 End of school day
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National curriculum assessments and test results 2020/2021
No national curriculum assessments or tests information as school closed due to Covid 19.

National curriculum assessments and test results 2018/2019
EARLY YEARS
Percentage of pupils reaching the Early Learning Goal:
School 80%

National (2018) 72%

KEY STAGE ONE
Phonics Check Number of Children in cohort:
School 80%

National (2018) 82%

National Curriculum End of Key Stage 1 Teacher Assessments
Number of Children in cohort: 13
Subject

% Achieving
Expected
standard
School

% Achieving
High level of
attainment
School

92
69

% Achieving
Expected
standard
National
(2018)
75
70

46
38

% Achieving
High level of
attainment
National
(2018)
26
16

Reading
Writing
Mathematics

92

76

38

22

Science

92

83

n/a

n/a
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KEY STAGE TWO
National Curriculum End of Key Stage Two Test Results (Reading, GPS and Mathematics) and Teacher
Assessments (Writing and Science)
Number of Children in cohort: 16
Subject

Reading, Writing and Mathematics
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Science Assessment
Average Scaled Score
Reading
School
102

Reading
National (Prov.)
105

% Achieving
Expected
standard
School
69
75
88
88
81
88

SPAG
School
106

% Achieving
Expected
standard
National
64
75
78
76
78
82

% Achieving
High level of
attainment
School
0
19
44
13
44
n/a

SPAG
National (Prov.)
106

% Achieving
High level of
attainment
National
10
28
20
24
34
n/a

Mathematics
School
104

Mathematics
National (Prov.)
104

Pupil Progress from KS1 to KS2

Average Progress

Reading
-2.9

Writing
2.5

Mathematics
-1.4

Assessment levels were abandoned in 2015-16 and a new system of measuring attainment against much
higher Standards was introduced along with new tests.
Parents can access School Performance Tables using the following
address: www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/
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Highlights of 2020 -2021 (school closed on 5th January until 8th
March)
Visitors
Rishi Sunak MP
Alison Vardy Language Specialist
East Barnby Outreach Team
Drama Coach

Other Events
European Day of Languages
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week
Year 6 Debate
Croft’s Got Talent
Year 6 Christmas Cakes
Winter Wonderland

Visits (only possible in last half of summer term)
Saltburn
Grinton Moor
Lightwater Valley
Charity Events
Jeans for Genes
Samaritan’s Purse
Children in Need
Christmas Jumper Day – Save the Children
Comic Relief
Kindness Quilt Project
March in March for Darlington Food Bank
Butterwick Hospice
Community (Recorded)
Harvest Festival
Christmas Performances
Carol Singing
Disco
Remembrance Day Service
Collective Worship
Year 6 Christmas Cakes
Science Workshop
World Book Day
Safer Internet Day
Anti-Bullying Workshop
Chinese New Year Celebrations
Leavers Assembly and Prize Giving
Big Family Quizes
Sporting Events
In school sports
Dance
Sports Day
Multiskills
Bikeability

This prospectus is available in alternative formats
upon request.
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