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CROFT CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Be happy: aspire, believe, achieve 
 
15th February 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
PARTNERSHIP REVIEW 
As you know, we experienced our Swaledale Alliance Partnership Review 
on Tuesday. The team consisted of three experienced Head Teachers, one 
of whom was a current OFSTED inspector. It was a rigorous review and it 
did feel more like an OFSTED inspection than a partnership review. I am 
extremely pleased to say that the team agreed with the school’s self-
evaluation judgements that Croft School is a good school with many 
elements of outstanding. It was particularly pleasing to have 
improvements and strengths recognised and validated in Early Years, 
Special Educational Needs, Writing and Leadership. OFSTED’s expectations 
have increased dramatically since the school’s last inspection 12 years ago 
and to be nearing an overall outstanding grade is a huge achievement and 
a wonderful milestone in what we have achieved so far.  
I would like to thank staff and governors for their relentless efforts in their 
pursuit to make Croft School the very best it can be. In particular, I would 
like to thank and congratulate Alison Russell, our outstanding, highly 
skilled and passionate Chair of Governors for this achievement and the 
endless effort she puts into school improvement. Thank you also to  
parents and carers who are clearly proud and highly supportive of the 
school. This means so much to us. Above all, our children are safe, happy, 
making good progress and are enjoying their learning. This week’s 
achievement sits alongside us recently finishing top of the National League 
performance tables in North Yorkshire. We all should be very proud of 
what we have achieved!  
 
PE KIT  
Please can I remind parents that pupils should have the correct PE kit in 
school everyday. Football kits and other items that are not part of the 
school’s uniform policy should not be worn. Thank you for your continued 
support.  
 
SCHOOL MONEY 
School Money statements have been sent out this week.  Please ensure 
that any outstanding amounts are paid as soon as possible and before our 
return to school on Monday 4th March.  If you have any queries in respect 
of the amounts owed please speak to Mrs Banks in the office. 
Lunch choices for w/c 18th February, 4th March and 11th March should be 
made on School Money by the end of today please – thank you. 
 
SCHOOL ANGEL 
To shop with School Angel simply go to the  School Angel website and find 
Croft School then click on the shop you require (some of which are listed 
below) and order as normal – a donation from the online store then goes 
to school.  Please tell your friends and family! 
http://www.schoolangel.org.uk/croft-church-of-england-primary-
school.html 
 

 
 

    

    

 
 

  
 
 
KEY DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Date Time Event 
Spring Term 

20th Feb EYFS Stay & Play am 

 Nightingale Care Home Sensory Connexions visit p.m. 

22nd Feb Swimming Gala, Richmond Pool 
Y6 Debate 
CLOSE FOR HALF TERM 

4th March SCHOOL OPEN 

7th  March World Book Day 

15th March Comic Relief Red Nose Day 

30th March Easter Fair 

1st April Book Fair Delivered 

9th April School Photographer – Class & Sports Groups 

12th April SCHOOL CLOSES 

 
Have a great weekend everybody! 
Mr Robson 
 
EASTER FAIR 
This year we are taking a different approach to the Easter Enterprise Fair.  
The fair will take place on Saturday 30th March and will hopefully be 
outdoors.  A letter giving more information will be sent out soon. 
 
OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB 
A letter for our afterschool sports has now been sent out, we can only take 
a maximum of 20 children. The gymnastics session is currently full and we 
only have 8 places left for the football session. 
We hope the children enjoyed making all of the Valentine’s day crafts, 
they looked fab! 
Next week in the OOSC we are concentrating on updating our displays and 

we will be making Spring paper flowers, Spring hanging decorations, 

Daffodil snack cups and we will also be planting some sweet pea seeds for 

our sweet pea tepees. 

The half term is currently fully booked on Monday and Tuesday however 

we do still have a few spaces available on Wednesday.  Thanks to all those 

people who have handed in newspapers, as you can imagine we use quite 

a lot! We do still require large boxes for an activity during the half term 

holidays. 

Many thanks Kerry.  

 
SCHOOL E-MAIL ADDRESS 
Our school e-mail addresses has changed – if you wish to contact the 
school by e-mail please now use the following address – thank you. 

admin@croft.dalesmat.org 
 
TWITTER 

YOU ARE MISSING OUT IF YOU ARE NOT FOLLOWING 
US ON TWITTER!  
Each class also has a twitter account now too! 
It’s easy to create an account! @CroftCofE 

  
 
HAYLEY MCKAY CONCERT 
Hayley and her band will be performing at the Croft Hotel on Saturday 16th 
March from 7pm.  Hayley, from Hurworth, has previously performed at 
Nashville and Glastonbury and has also supported Tom Jones and Scouting 
for Girls in concert.  Proceeds from the concert will go towards finishing 
and furnishing the new village hall in Croft. 
For more information and booking please contact 
georgiesale1@gmail.com.  Tickets are also available from The Mustard 
Tree café, Hurworth. 
 
KALMA BABY 
KalmaBaby holds yoga classes for babies from 6 weeks to crawling and also 
classes in toddler, pre-school and junior yoga catering for children from 
birth to 12 years.  For more information please contact 
kalmababy.co.uk/darlington or call 07738 853198. 
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EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING 18th  February 2019 
 
Mon 18th February  NO Discoverers 
Tues 19th February NO Piano Lessons 
  Cheerleading Display 4.15pm 
Weds 20th February EYFS Stay & Play 9am-10am 
  Nightingale Care Home Visit 
Thurs 21st  February Drum & Guitar Lessons 
Fri 22nd February KS2 Swimming Gala at Richmond School 
  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HALF TERM 
 
Christian Value – Courage 
Courage doesn't always roar. 
Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, 
"I will try again tomorrow." 
- Mary Anne Radmacher 
 

  
 
Church Service  St Peter’s Church, Croft, Holy Communion 11am 
 
Art Gallery: 
Alfie and Kaleb have had their artwork framed and exhibited in the Art 
Gallery. They have both produced some amazing work focusing on drawing 
skills. Alfie has been learning about perspective in drawing and has 
produced a skilful piece of artwork based on a street scene. Kaleb has 
produced a fantastic pencil drawing of a still life using shading techniques 
studied in a previous lesson. Both Alfie and Kaleb have shown great 
understanding in their work. Well done! 
 
 
CLASS 4: A wonderful week in Class 4. In maths, the children have solved a 
range of problems involving percentages and wrote superb balanced 
arguments in English. Topic saw the children develop their understanding 
of global warming and the effects it may have on our world. In art, children 
completed their end of unit challenges to showcase their learning about 
perspective. Remember, next week is PE. 
 
CLASS 3: Another busy week in class three. We have been writing a story 

from a different viewpoint in English. The children have been really trying 

to use adventurous vocabulary. In maths, we have been learning about 

turns and angles. They can name different angles and order angles by size. 

We have continued our science topic learning about sun safety.  

I have really enjoyed my time at Croft school and I am so proud of the 

many achievements I have celebrated with the children. I wish them lots of 

luck in the future. Many thanks for your support.  Mrs Richford  
 

CLASS 2:  This week we have continued our work on fractions including 

halves, quarters and thirds of amounts and shapes.  In English we have 

been reading “The Whales’ Song” by Dylan Sheldon, which the children are 

thoroughly enjoying – they have been using some fantastic descriptive 

language.  In art, we drew African women using black pen and chalk which 

produced some stunning effects. 

 

EARLY YEARS:  
The children have really enjoyed learning more about Chinese New Year 
this week. This week lots of the children have shown an interest in space. 
Therefore, next week we will be reading the story ‘Whatever Next’ and 
learning more about space. I maths we will be looking at weight. Don’t 
forget that our next stay and play session is taking place next Wednesday 
from 9-10am. We hope to see as many of you as possible there. If you 
have any empty condiment bottles, (e.g. tomato sauce bottles) please 
keep them and bring them into school so that we can use them in our 
painting area. Next week is Miss Hirst's last week with us at Croft. She has 
been excellent during her final year teaching placement and we wish her 
every success in her future teaching career.  
  
 
HEADTEACHER AWARDS 
(Y6) Sophia Ghundoo  (Y5) Thomas Purdy   (Y4 ) Florence Howe (Y3) Zac 
Robinson (Y2 ) Matilda Waugh (Y1) Isabella Hutchinson (R) Neave Adlam  

CHILDREN NOT YET OF SCHOOL AGE 
Please make sure to let us know if you have any younger children who 
are not yet in school or in our admissions book.  This will ensure that you 
receive information about nursery places in good time. 
 
MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE 
Daffodil pins, sold in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care are on sale in school 
for £1 each. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL – STAMPS 
Please keep reminding friends and family that we are collecting used 
stamps for the RNIB.  We are helping to raise money by recycling 
something we normally would throw away.  Thank you for your support. 
 
TEXTING SERVICE 
Please ensure that the mobile number we have for you is up to date. 
 
ALLERGEN INFORMATION 
This is available for all school meals so if you have any concerns or 
require any information please ring or call into school.  More information 
about food allergens can be found on the Food Standards Agency 
website. 
It is very important that you keep us informed of any food allergies or 
intolerances affecting your child. 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
The school’s Designated Senior Person and Online Safety Leader: Mr 
Robson 
Deputy Designated Senior People are: Miss Wilford & Mr Williams. 
The nominated safeguarding governor is Mr Blenkharn. 
 

 
Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about 

your child’s school. The survey can be completed at any time; you 

don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. If you would like 

to share your views online, please click the following link to register. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views. 

Thank you for your support.  

Don’t forget to visit our website at www.croftprimaryschool.org and our 
Twitter account @croftcofe! 
 

What will you have the courage to try 
over the weekend?  

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views

