
  
 

OPENING OF SCHOOL TO MORE PUPILS 

Frequently Asked Questions & Answers  

 

I would much rather carry on home 
schooling my child for a few more 
weeks and possibly up until 
September.  
  
Do we, as parents and carers, have 
the freedom to choose to not send 
the children in to school without 
being fined?  
  

From Thursday 4th June, if your child is eligible to return to school, we will ask you on a 
weekly basis, via e-mail, if they require a place the following week. We will ask that 
you respond to this e-mail promptly in order that we have an early idea of pupil 
numbers to help with staffing and organisation of each school week.  

  
We have currently not had any guidance from the government Department for 
Education that suggests that there will be any financial penalty if you continue to keep 
your child at home.   

What will the learning in school be 
like? Will they follow the Learning 
Packs?  
  
  
  

Once we open our school to Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children we will be 
moving from care (provided to Key Worker children up until this point) to providing 
education.  
  
First and foremost, we will focus on the opening word of our school mission 
statement – happiness. We will work hard to ensure that children settle back into 
school, feel safe and have fun.  
  
Teachers will use Learning Packs to guide children’s learning. There will be an 
emphasis on outdoor learning, physical activity and supporting the children’s social, 
emotional development. This will be reviewed as the transition back to school 
develops.   

If my child is in one of the year 
groups that have been told they can 
return to school, and I don’t send 
them, will I still receive the weekly 
learning packs?   

Yes, all children will continue to receive the weekly Learning Packs.  
  
Teaching staff will all be back in school from the date we re-open in their full-time 
roles.  
  
Please note that as a result of this, there will be a reduction in the amount and 
frequency of feedback provided to children. However, staff will do their very best to 
keep in contact with all children, particularly if there are specific concerns.  
  
Please continue to use the admin e-mail address below if you need to contact your 
child’s teacher – your e-mail will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.  
admin@croft.dalesmat.org  

How will my child be socially 
distanced in the classroom, at 
lunchtime and outside?  

Please see the opening to more pupils guidance.  



Is there any further information 
specifically about Early Years and 
social distancing? 
 
We would like to know how Nursery 
and Reception children will be 
expected to behave and what (if 
any) distancing will be in place?  
 
What things will they not be able to 
do that they could have done 
previously?   
  

All Nursery and Reception children will stay in the Early Years Classroom and will use 
the outdoor area as much as possible.  
  
Social distancing with very young children is not an easy task and this is recognised in 
the DFE guidance. It states ‘unlike older children and adults, early years and primary 
age children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff’. 
It acknowledges that social distancing with very young children is ‘harder to maintain’, 
and says that staff should implement the measures as ‘far as they are able’, while 
ensuring children are kept safe and well cared for.   
 
Our very experienced staff will aim to do their very best to adhere to social distancing 
and in a way that does not upset the children or make them feel anxious.  At Croft we 
have a very spacious indoor and outdoor area for a relatively small number of 
children. Our aim is for the children to feel happy and safe.  
  
There will continue to be a large emphasis on play, both inside and outside, but this 
will now need to be more structured. Children will be set up with individual activities 
rather than group activities for example lego, drawing, puzzles and outdoor 
gardening. Children will be encouraged to be busy and focussed on these activities in 
their ‘own space ‘or ‘personal area’.   
  
Some of the resources we usually use will have to be reduced temporarily, for 
example we will not be using the sandpit or the water table. We will provide 
alternatives to this.  
  
Resources such as lego, cars etc will be cleaned daily and books quarantined after use 
for 72 hours.   

Will I lose my Nursery place if I don’t 
send my child into school this term?  

No.  As you have applied for and accepted a place at Croft Nursery your child is now 
on our school roll as a Nursery pupil and will remain on roll unless we have notice 
from you that you no longer require a place here. We will look forward to welcoming 
your child when you are ready to send them.  

How will Nursery new starters be 
managed – can I come into school to 
help settle them?  

Unfortunately, we will be unable to allow parents into school at the moment. We will 
ensure that staff are on hand to greet your child as they arrive, and every effort will 
be made to help settle all children on their return. There will be a relaxed and fun 
start to the day with music and games.   
  
Miss Bleasby has contacted parents of Nursery new starters to discuss specific 
concerns around settling your child into Croft. If you have any further concerns, please 
get in touch.     

Will a school lunch be available to 
my child if they are in school?  
  
  

Yes.  A hot lunch will prepared as usual on site by the kitchen staff. Children should 
not bring a packed lunch at the moment to support our request that nothing is 
brought into school from home.  Any dietary concerns should be raised with Mrs 
Banks at the school office.  
  
There will be no pre-ordering on School Money for the remainder of the Summer 
term. The children will be able to choose between a main course, and a jacket potato 
with fillings each day.  
  
Children in Reception and Year 1 are eligible for a Universal Infant Free School Meal 
and will not be charged. Children in Nursery and Year 6 will be charged £2.45 per 
meal.  Amounts owed will be added to School Money and should be paid regularly 
please.  



Due to my working hours I need 
childcare outside of the school day – 
will this be available and how do I 
arrange it?  
  

Please see the section titled Out of School Club of opening to more pupils guidance. 
 
It is very important that at present wrap around care is only used by key workers for 
childcare required due to working hours.   
 
Please inform the office of your requirements for morning and after school sessions 
weekly at admin@croft.dalesmat.org by 12pm each Thursday.  
  
Sessions will be charged in the usual way and added to School Money for payment.  

Will staff and children be wearing 
face masks?  

No. Please do not send your child into school wearing a face mask. Government 
guidance states that children should not wear face masks as it may inadvertently 
increase the risk of transmission. If you would like to speak to us about this please get 
in touch. 
  
There are only two occasions where staff schools have been informed that they 
would need to wear face masks. This is during intimate care or if a child or member of 
staff is showing symptoms, the member of staff dealing with them should wear PPE.  
Staff are not recommended to wear PPE other than this.   

What happens if my child, or a 
member of staff, becomes unwell 
during the school day?  

Please see the opening to more pupils guidance. 
 
Please note that if your child, or any member of the family from the same household 
is unwell, please do not bring them to school and inform the school office as soon as 
possible.  

Are there any risks to staff? Are 
staff happy to be in school 
working with the children?  

Croft School staff have been in school regularly over the last 11 weeks caring for 
children of Key Workers.  
  
During this time, they have adapted to caring for children whilst adhering to social 
distancing measures and adopted good hygiene and handwashing procedures.   
  
The staff and children have enjoyed a happy, safe and relaxed environment.  
  
Staff are happy and confident that they can continue to undertake their roles in school 
when we re-open to accept more children.  
  
We are very much looking forward to more of our school family returning.    

  


